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Pending Approval
Call to Order
Meeting called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chair, John Rheinberger.

Members Present:
John Rheinberger, Chair




Diane Blake, Treasurer

Bob Rosenquist, Secretary

Tim Behrends, Public Relations and Information
Staff Present:

Jay Riggs




Shari Larkin
Other Agencies:
Michelle Wohlers, NRCS
Additions or Deletions to Agenda

A motion to approve the agenda was made by Bob Rosenquist. Seconded by Tim Behrends. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA

Items to approve this month are the 2019 SWWD BMP Maintenance Work Order in the amount of $6,500; the 2019 Mn Dept of Ag Weed Grant Agreement in the amount of $20,000; the 2019 CMSCWD AIS Inspections Agreement in the amount of $13,000; the 2019 CMSCWD BMP Maintenance Agreement in the amount of $3,000; the 2019 CMSCWD Revised Technical Services Agreement in the amount of $126,735; and the 2019 BWSR RIM JPA in the amount of $100. A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Diane Blake. Seconded by Bob Rosenquist. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF february 13, 2019 BOARD MEETING MINUTES

One change was mentioned by Jim Levitt. A motion to approve the revised February 13, 2019 minutes was made by Tim Behrends and seconded by Diane Blake. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report

Items to note this month are $2,760.00 payable to Rebecca Oldenburg for tuition reimbursement; $1,000.00 payable to Metro Conservation Districts for MCD dues; $1,000.00 payable to Metro Watershed Partners for 2019 dues; and $923.00 payable to Teledyne Isco for water monitoring expenses. A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit, was made by Bob Rosenquist. Seconded by Diane Blake. Motion carried.
Board Committee Reports

Personnel – Nothing to report.
Budget and Finance – Nothing to report.
Cost-Share – Nothing to report.
Communications and Outreach – Nothing to report.
AGENCY PARTNER REPORTS

County – Nothing to report.
NRCS – Eighty EQIP applications were received for 2019 with a cost of $981,457.00. There are 50 applications finalized to complete for funding. $42.7 million eligible applications statewide for round two. They hope to hear who receives funding soon. There are 8 applications in Washington County, 6 of which are eligible to compete for funding. Three are for cover crops, two for grazing and one seasonal high tunnel. Round three applications are due by April 19th. Local work group meetings are to be held by May 1, 2019. Input from Board and staff requested. A Farm Bill fact sheet was also presented. A motion was made by Diane Blake, seconded by Bob Rosenquist, to hold the local work group at 12:30 on April 10, 2019.
BWSR – Nothing to report.
MCD/Area IV – John passed around the agenda for the last meeting. We were approved to be the 2019 SWA Host. The legislature open house will be held on March 22nd from 9-noon.
Watersheds – The National Weather Service is predicting a 15% chance that the Mississippi River will crest higher than the 1965 flood level. There is a 95% chance of a major flood.
MASWCD – There is a Day at the Capitol debriefing later in the agenda.
EMPLOYEE REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS/INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

a. WCD and EMWREP Outreach – See Attached and Newspaper Article Binder.
b. Presentation – None This Month
Old Business

a. Building Operations and Vehicles – We will be keeping an eye on the roof this spring with the snow melt.
b. DATC Debriefing – Tim, Diane, Angie and Jay attended Day at the Capitol. Tim would like a handout with information on the connection between SWCD’s, NRCS and Watersheds. It was also discussed having a tour of projects for our legislators.
c. 2018 Year End – An updated 2018 Budget versus Actual was included in the packet. The auditor has not given year-end journal entries yet, so these numbers will likely change.
d. Grant and Program Updates – One Watershed One Plan is moving forward. We are looking at partnering on a LCC Grant.
e. Position Announcement and Interview Updates – We have hired some of the Seasonal AIS positions, including employees that will fill in part-time with Water Monitoring and BMP Maintenance.
NEW BUSINESS

a. BWSR CWF Soluble P! Grant Non Compliance – We received a letter of noncompliance with one of the BWSR grants (Soluble P). The items have either been taken care of, or are in the process. A corrective action plan will also need to be submitted to BWSR.
b. July Board Meeting – Jay will be unable to make the meeting on July 10th. Discussion was made as to having a substitute run the meeting, change the date, or cancel the July meeting entirely. Bob Rosenquist made a motion to approve Jay missing the July 10th meeting. Diane Blake seconded the motion. Motion carried. A decision will be made in June about the specifics of the July meeting.
c. Natural Resource System Framework Principles and Strategies – The County and the WCD have been collaborating for a while to develop a Natural Resouce System Framework. We are doing the mapping for the project. The purpose of this plan is to compliment the County Legacy Program. What we don’t have is a system to identify areas of importance as far as restoration, and a plan for that restoration. Jay would like feedback from the Board in the next two to three weeks.
d. GreenCorps Host Site Application – Staff is requesting approval to submit an application for the Washington Conservation District to be a Minnesota Green Corps Host Site for the 2019-2020 Program Year. Green Corps is a division of the AmeriCorps national service program. Green Corps members serve 11 months and 1,700 hours focused on environmental priorities. WCD staff proposes to apply for a Green Corps member to assist in Community Forestry, Washington County Green Infrastructure Practice Landowner Survey, and Washington County Green Infrastructure Performance Quantification. A motion was made by Tim Behrends, seconded by Diane Blake, to approve submitting an application for being a Green Corps Host Site.
e. Water Monitoring Equipment Purchase Request – The joint powers agreement that was recently signed between the MN Pollution Control Agency and the WCD for 2019-20 water monitoring on Big Marine, Square and Comfort Lake allows for the purchase of a water quality meter, to be reimbursed by the MPCA up to $4,600. The meter will be used to collect field measurements for temperature, dissolved oxygen, pH, and specific conductivity. After completion of the 2020 water monitoring season, the meter will continue to be owned and retained by the WCD and will be available for lake and stream monitoring. A motion was made by Bob Rosenquist to approve the purchase of a water quality meter to be reimbursed by the MPCA, up to $4,600. Diane Blake seconded the motion. Motion carried.
f. EMWREP 2019 Material Purchase Request – The EMWREP materials budget for 2019 is $10,000. Angie submitted a list of anticipated expenses for 2019. A motion was made by Bob Rosenquist to approve spending up to $10,000 from the EMWREP materials budget for 2019 workshops, event, advertising, and other education activities.  Tim Behrends seconded the motion. Motion carried.
g. 2019 RESPEC MapFeeder Agreement – Included in the packet is an Agreement for us to continue working with RESPEC to utilize MapFeeder software. The total cost is $5,700, which is split between the WCD and numerous partner agencies. A motion to approve the annual agreement with RESPEC was made by Tim Behrends, seconded by Diane Blake. Motion carried.
h. NRCS Local Workgroup Scheduling – The local workgroup will be held at 12:30 on April 10, 2019, just prior to the regular Board meeting.
i. Microsoft Office Suite Upgrade Purchase Request – The WCD is currently using Microsoft Office 2010 for our basic office software suite. The Microsoft package is the industry standard and a number of our other programs rely on this package. The 2010 version is nearing the end of its expected service life, and has been phased out of many other workplaces. Matt presented three replacement options for the Board’s consideration, and the pros and cons of each. After discussion, it was decided to go with a source that PCForce has identified for discounted Office 2016 licenses, at a cost of up to $1,750. A motion to approve the purchase of discounted Office 2016 licenses was made by Tim Behrends, seconded by Diane Blake. Motion carried
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING

Topics for future staff presentations were discussed.

Bob Rosenquist moved to adjourn the public meeting. Tim Behrends seconded the motion. Meeting adjourned at 3:16 p.m. The next scheduled meeting is April 10, 2019 at 2:00p.m.
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